186                   To John Henderson                 [1732

I would write these few words, lest your nephew should
not; though in reality I have told you nothing. You will
just be prepared not to be surprised, whatever shall arrive,
as it is a moment which may produce anything. I mean,
a change, a partial settlement, a total one, or a re-settlement
of the present system; though I should think that, or a
partial change, the least likely to last. Any one of them
will be fortunate if productive of peace; and, at least,
nothing that has happened removes that prospect to a
greater distance. If I live to see that moment, I shall be
happier than I have for some time expected to be. I dare
not entertain greater views for my country, for a long
season; though nations, like individuals, are not precluded
from experiencing any change of fortune.

P.S. When you do not hear from me at such a crisis, be
sure that nothing material has happened. We have both
seen interministeriums of six weeks.

2279.   To JOHN HENDEESON.

Berkeley Square, March 4, 1782.

I AM afraid, dear Sir, that I am not robust enough to
bustle through the great crowd that I hope you will have
at your benefit; but as I am not deaf, as well as lame, it is
very hard that I am not to hear you repeat your own verses,
which I had rather hear than those of others, though you
do more justice to the latter; for your modesty was so
great, that if your own had not been excellent, I should not
have discovered their merit by your repetition of them.
I will certainly search for the book you want, if I have it,
the first moment I can go to Strawberry Hill, which I doubt
will |iot be for a week or ten days. I shall be extremely
glad to contribute a mite to a poem I like so much; and            town house was 4, Gtrosvenor Square,
